
The historical antecedents of the Irish Cavalry Corps date back to as early as 1915 when Dublin 
Brigade volunteers organized cyclist companies in each of their battalions; similar units were also 
organized in other parts of the country. Although their operational life was very brief following 
the abortive 1916 Easter Rising, the cyclists, known as the Fingal Volunteers, were used in the clas-
sic cavalry roles of reconnaissance and raiding, and represent at least an embryonic development 
of cavalry tactics and organization in Ireland. During the Civil War itself, a rather sizeable group 
of bicycle mounted troops (150 bicycles, or about a full company) took part in the successful 24 
July, 1922, seaborne landing at Westport by National Army forces. These mounted “mechanized” 
units were the prototype for the Cyclist Squadrons that were raised in World War II and which 
constituted a significant part of the Cavalry organization during The Emergency. The reliance on 
mechanical transport, rather than the traditional hoof-borne variety of cavalry mobility, is both 
noteworthy and curious, especially in a country such as Ireland that has such a rich equine tradi-
tion. However, both in 1916 as well as after the establishment of Ireland as an independent state 
with its own army, it is perhaps easy to understand that not adopting horses was dictated by both 
practical and financial realities. In 1916, few if any Irish volunteers would have owned a horse, 
while bicycles were common; following establishment of the Free State in 1922, and even into the 
World War II Emergency period, the austere Army budget made bicycles, whose initial cost was low 
and whose maintenance costs were minimal, a much more attractive option than horses, which 
were expensive to purchase, feed, care for, and house. Consequently, by accident or by design, 
Ireland can claim to be the first country in the world to have a totally “mechanized” cavalry corps 
since its inception.

Organization of Irish 
Armoured Units

A bicycle squadron parad-

ing in Dublin. Although 

the bicycles were fitted 

with brackets to hold the 

Enfield rifles, for parade 

purposes the troopers are 

marching with rifles in the 

slung position. (62 Reserve 

Cavalry Squadron)
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Four Mk Vs on the assem-

bly line at Thompson’s in 

Carlow. The foremost car 

already is equipped with 

pioneer tools and appears 

to lack only its arma-

ment. The second car is 

nearly complete, while the 

third and fourth vehicles 

are chassis only, with 

no armoured bodies yet 

applied. (Thompson)

Ford Mk V. 1/35 scale.

The Ford Mk V armoured car being deemed a satisfactory design, in January 1941 it was decided 
to build a further series of 21 cars incorporating several improvements. These cars were needed to 
bring the 2nd Armoured Squadron up to authorized strength, as well as to allow formation of the 
3rd Armoured Squadron. The major difference between the Mk V and Mk VI was fitting a new 
turret modeled after the Landsverk turret, as the Peerless turrets had all been used on the Mk V 
cars. The new turret was built by Thomas Thompson and Son of Carlow, and was armed with the 
reliable .303 in Vickers machine-gun. The Mk VI used the same 122 inch shortened chassis as the 
earlier Mk V. A second batch of seven Mk VIs was built by the end of 1941, but as new Ford chassis 
were unavailable, the Army withdrew seven Ford trucks from the Supply and Transport Corps for 
modification by the Ford factory in Cork. As with the Mk V, the armoured bodies were built and fit-
ted by Thompson. The Ford V-8 engines had a reputation for toughness and reliability. In the words 
of one squadron commander, “…you could drive them from Hell to Eternity with no problems.”12 A 
document from June 1942 indicates that four Mk VI cars were assigned to each of the seven Motor 
Squadrons. Eight of the Mk VIs were dispatched to the Congo for operations there in January 1961. 
Although the Landsverk cars had been considered for deployment to the Congo, it was decided to 
send the Mk VIs instead, as they were more supportable and there were more trained crews for the 
Fords. Perhaps in preparation for deployment to the Congo, in January 1961, a series of tests were 

12 Donal MacCarron, Step Together, page 41. 
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An AML 90 of the Irish UNIFIL contingent in a revetted position at An Tri, 

Lebanon, 1 May 1980. (UN 122915)

A pair of AML 90s halted during a rest stop at a petrol station. The AMLs have 

sufficient range to accomplish most road marches within Ireland without having 

to stop to refuel. Petrol station parking areas afford the crews an opportunity to 

rest and to eat before proceeding on the next leg of the march. (Paul Murphy)

Rear of a 1st Cavalry Squadron AML 90, September 2005. Two center-mounted 

brackets for jerrycans are in the folded position. The Panhard logo is also 

clearly visible. The storage basket has significant capacity for bulky items. (Paul 

Murphy)

Coolmoney Camp, July 2007. A pair of AML 90s, with behind them another 

pair of AML 20s lacking their armament. The crews of the AML 90s have cho-

sen different locations to stow their canvas. The AML 90 in the background has 

a protective cover over the muzzle baffle. (Seamus Corcoran, via Paul Murphy)

A freshly painted AML 90 in 2008. To the side is a 40mm Bofors EL/70 anti-

aircraft gun. (Paul McMenamin)

One of the AML 90s deployed with the Irish UN peacekeeping contingent in 

Liberia, with the obligatory white UN livery. (Roy Kinsella)
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The Timoney Mk II proto-

type in 1999 in a salvage 

yard. The Mk II was built 

in prototype only. Although 

the inwardly sloping sides 

offered some degree of 

ballistic protection, they 

were eliminated in favor 

of straight sides on later 

Marks in order to increase 

internal space. Although 

there were some hopes 

that this vehicle would be 

restored, sadly it has since 

been scrapped. (By kind 

permission of Karl Martin)

Timoney MK II. 1/35 scale.

The Mk III incorporated lessons learned from the first two Timoney prototypes, incorporating 
such improvements as a full width front air intake and bottom side panels that were more vertical 
than on the predecessors. It also incorporated a turret fitted with twin machine-guns. It was deliv-
ered to the IDF in July 1974 and remained in service until at least 1980. Although this third pro-
totype did not result directly in an order for vehicles, it was the vehicle upon which the following 
Mk IV was based, and which eventually was purchased by the Irish Army. 

140

SAMPLE



197

1st Cavalry Squadron  

(May 2006)

2 Motor Squadron

 (1975 – early 1980s)

3rd Cavalry Squadron  

(1981-1990)

3rd Cavalry Squadron  

(2000-2005)

4th Cavalry Squadron 5 Motor Squadron (1968-1978) 5 Motor Squadron (1968-1978) 5th Cavalry Squadron

5th Cavalry Squadron 5th Cavalry Squadron (1979-2005) 11 Motor Squadron (1968-1971) 11th Cavalry Squadron

11th Cavalry Squadron shoulder tab

 (1962-1968)

31 Reserve Cavalry Squadron 54 Reserve Cavalry Squadron 62 Reserve Cavalry Squadron

197

SAMPLE



An AML 60 HB minus 

armament on static display 

at Curragh Camp, May 

2009. It rests on the plinth 

on which the Landsverk 

L60 light tank, now at 

Collins Barracks, Dublin, 

formerly rested. (Ralph 

Riccio)

An AML 60 HB that has 

escaped destruction as a 

range target, photographed 

at Curragh Camp on 27 

May, 2009. Although its 

registration plates have 

been removed, the numbers 

painted on its side identify 

it as 632 NRI. (Paul 

Murphy)
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